Exceptional Choices at Burlington Schools
Proposal to be submitted to the Burlington School Board -- Draft June 12, 2007
VISION:  
We envision all children flourishing in an exceptional educational environment within a financially-sustainable school system that reflects our community values and benefits from our city’s rich arts and cultural resources.  We see strong, vibrant neighborhood schools that build community and attract and welcome all families.  

GOALS: 
1. Foster a successful learning environment in which children can reach their potential and achieve academic excellence

2. Provide equitable opportunities to all students in our district by increasing socio-economic diversity at Lawrence Barnes and H.O. Wheeler, the two Burlington elementary schools that currently have student enrollment significantly below school capacity and high concentrations of children in poverty
3. Ensure that every school in Burlington is desirable to all families.
PROPOSAL: 
We propose development of two neighborhood magnet schools, one at Lawrence Barnes and the other at H.O. Wheeler that serve the neighborhood and attract students from all over the district with their outstanding and innovative curricula. Operating under a “Choice First” imperative, this proposal puts aside any re-districting beyond normal operations.   To measure success, we recommend creating a timeline and benchmarks for evaluating educational equity after the magnet schools have been implemented.
The neighborhood magnet schools should:

· Offer core curriculum, with an overarching thematic program proven to boost academic achievement, community connections and student engagement.  
· Serve as incubators for programs desirable to implement throughout the district.
· Feature strong community partnerships and attract new resources

· Appeal to parents currently in the Burlington school district, with a priority focus on families in the neighborhood whose children do not attend the local school and families in close proximity districted to other neighborhood schools.
The proposed magnet schools at Barnes and Wheeler would have an “attendance zone” that encompasses all students currently districted to those schools.    With current enrollment projected at or below 60%, capacity, there is substantial space to open enrollment to the district and Chittenden County through an application process driven by choice and overlaid with socio-economic criteria. 
REQUEST:

1. Recognize that parent involvement, collaboration with city leadership and community partners are the keys to success! Develop a clear, predictable process that employs national best-practices, includes a parent advisory group and parent surveys, and engages magnet experts to help us create a workable system of choice, instructional success, and thriving community partnerships.  
2. Ensure that any future re-districting proposals follow an approved policy and incorporate enrollment projections and professional modeling tools.

Building Burlington's Future is a coalition of parents, teachers and community members working together to strengthen our schools and community. More information at www.burlingtonsfuture.com
